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Introduction 

Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein" tells the cautionary tale of Victor Frankenstein, a brilliant scientist 

whose ambition and hubris lead to the creation of a monstrous being that ultimately brings about his 

own downfall. This essay will analyze the character of Victor Frankenstein, exploring his ambition, 

tragic flaws, and responsibility for the creation and actions of the Creature. Through a close 

examination of key events and passages from the novel, we will gain insight into Victor's complex 

personality and the themes that emerge from his story. 

Body Paragraph 1: Victor's Ambition and Desire for Glory 

Victor Frankenstein's ambition is a driving force behind his decision to create life, as he seeks to 

defy the boundaries of nature and achieve immortality through his scientific prowess. His desire for 

glory is evident in his pursuit of knowledge, even at the expense of his own well-being and moral 

compass. For instance, Victor isolates himself from his family and friends, obsessively studying the 

secrets of life and death, and states, "A new species would bless me as its creator and source; many 

happy and excellent natures would owe their being to me" (Shelley 54). This quote demonstrates 

Victor's inflated sense of self-importance and his belief that his accomplishments will bring him 

eternal fame and adoration. 

Body Paragraph 2: Victor's Tragic Flaws and Irresponsible Behavior 

Despite his intelligence and talent, Victor's tragic flaws contribute significantly to the disastrous 

consequences of his experiment. His hubris leads him to believe that he can control life and death, 

while his lack of foresight prevents him from considering the potential ramifications of his actions. 

When Victor finally brings the Creature to life, he is horrified by its grotesque appearance and 

abandons it without considering the consequences. This abandonment sets the stage for the 

Creature's descent into loneliness, despair, and eventual violence. Victor's failure to take 

responsibility for his creation and to empathize with its suffering reveals his moral shortcomings and 

his inability to accept the consequences of his actions. 

Body Paragraph 3: Victor's Guilt and Regret 

As the novel progresses, Victor is plagued by guilt and regret for having unleashed the Creature 

upon the world. He becomes increasingly tormented by the knowledge that his ambition has led to 

the deaths of his loved ones, including his brother William, his friend Henry Clerval, and his wife 

Elizabeth. Victor's anguish is palpable when he laments, "I had turned loose into the world a 

depraved wretch, whose delight was in carnage and misery" (Shelley 209). This realization marks a 

turning point in Victor's character, as he finally acknowledges the true extent of his responsibility 

and the devastating consequences of his actions. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the character of Victor Frankenstein serves as a cautionary example of the dangers of 

unchecked ambition and hubris. His desire for glory and disregard for the potential consequences of 



his actions lead to the creation of a monstrous being that wreaks havoc on his life and the lives of 

those around him. Through a close examination of Victor's tragic flaws, irresponsible behavior, and 

feelings of guilt and regret, we gain a deeper understanding of his complex personality and the key 

themes that arise from his story. Ultimately, "Frankenstein" serves as a powerful reminder of the 

importance of ethical responsibility and humility in the pursuit of knowledge and scientific 

advancement. 


